CHAPTER  V
HINTS ON PAINTING WITH WHITE ZINC
REMARKS ON RELATIVE PROPORTION OF INGREDIENTS
IT is advisable and even necessary to remark, as regards
proportions, the absolute exactness of the formulae given
cannot be guaranteed to those who wish to make them up
again from the formula. It is quite a material impossi-
bility, due to inevitable causes, and independent of the
goodwill of every one. In the first place, the difference
in density may be quoted, and also the difference in the
firmness or consistency of the stiff paints ground in oil
sold to the painter. The density of the same pigment,
especially white zinc, varies according to the quality or
the category of the oxide obtained in the factory, the
heaviest being deposited in the first condensation chambers,
and the lightest going on to deposit itself in those furthest
away, where its lesser density entrains it. The same opera-
tion therefore produces white zinc of different densities,
and it will thus be still better understood, that different
methods of manufacture may produce somewhat variable
densities, between the zinc oxides of different firms.
Now, according as the proportions have been made up,
from a white zinc of a given character, the making- up
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